Impulsivity in drug dependent patients who attempt suicide.
Impulsivity is a personality dimension often implicated in suicidal behavior. However, it has been little studied in drug dependent patients who attempt suicide. Therefore, 292 recently abstinent opiate or cocaine dependent patients were asked to complete the Barratt Impulsivity Scale (BIS). Those who had attempted suicide were compared with those who had never attempted suicide for their scores on the BIS. The results showed that there was no significant difference between the drug dependent patients who had attempted suicide (N = 91) and those who had never attempted suicide (N = 201) on BIS scores. The possible clinical implication may be that the high impulsivity associated with drug dependent patients may mitigate the utility of impulsivity in the suicide risk assessment of such patients.